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. SCOTI "At the.very least,I felt that we and alte.rnativesfur imprO\wgit. re.cogrutionto the Scbaghticolres,
! Gannett News Sen;i{:e should have a moratorium on Doddand Sen..Jo~Lieberman. creating the possibilityofanother
I recognitionsuntilsomeofthealle- D-Conn,alsohave asked the Sen- Indiancasino.
I WASHINGTON- Rep.RobSim. gatiofffiofmalfeasancehavebeen ate lndianAffairsCommitteeto Butchangingthetribalrecog-
\ monssakibewas"comple.telyfrus- looked into, but we were DoLac- holdhearingsonthe issue,Lieber- moonprocess is a tough sell in ('.on-
, (rated"afteran hour-Iongmecling commodatedon that in anyway," man spokeswoman Casey Aden- gress. Tbe Senate voted 80-15in
, Thesday with Interior Secretary Simmonssaid. Wansburysaid. September2002to rejeela propos.
, Gale A. Norton ...,.. --~'h- A spokesman for the Interior Ohtainingfederalrecognitionis aJfrom Dodd and Lieberman topul
\ on how her .- . Deparrmentcouldnotbe reached a firststep furtribes seekingtoen. a ruoratonwn on BiArecognition
i agency grants i ,; forcornmeal tel' the lucrative[ndiancasino in- decisionsmililthe federnlgo\'e..-n-
I federalrecogni- . . U.S.Sen.ChristopherDodd,D- dustIy mentmakesch.angesrequestedby
: bon to Indian Conn.,hasexpressedconcernsthal Tbe issue heated up for Con. the sert.3lors.
! tribes the 13IAseems to act.less quickiy0n ned:icul in 2002,when lhe Bureau DOOdandLi ebe:rm;.rnhave pro-
I Simmons,Roo recognition petitions fromtribes ofIndian~ decidedtomerge pI).<;eQlegislationthatwou!d.require'
I 2nd District,de- that havenoplanstoopena casino, theEasternPequotandP,iUcaf.uck the BIAto notifya largerDumber

scribed the- while tribes with backing from Eastern Pequot tribes, creating a ofpeoplewhena tribepetitionsfur
meeting be- Simmons deep-pocketedinvestorswhowant singleentitykno\lmas theHistOlic federal recogrution.The proposal
tween Norton to open a casino are puton a fast Eastern Pequot Tribe.The tribe also would make it easier for a
andthe threeRepublicanmembe~ track. has said it pl.ansto open a third tnbe's neighbors to influencea
ofConnecticut'scongre..<:s.ionaldel. DCK:!dwasworkingtoset upau- casino insoulhew.;ternConnecti- recognitiondecisionandwouldre-
egation as ..a heateddiscussion" othermeetingThursdaywithNor- eut. quirethattribesseekingrecogni-
that producedno results. lonon tbe tribalrecognitionissue The issue gained urgency in lionmeet specificcriteria.

He saidhe hadhopedthem~- andplannedtoinvitetbeentire5e\'-
ingwouldaddress recent reports en-memDercongressionaldelega-

I in the Harliord Courant saying the tion, spokes\\-1JrnafiRyan McGinn
i BUTe3.u oflndian Affairs granted said.

recognition to the Schaghticokc . The House Resources Com-
'DibaINationofwestem Connecti. mittee,whichhasjurisdictionover
cut even though the tribe, which Indianissues, isscheduledto hold
wants to open casino,didn'tmeet a hearing today to explore prob-
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